
CONNECTIONS
SPRING 2018 A RICHMOND TRADITION SINCE 1976 

A DAY IN THE LIFE AT CIRCLE CENTER
It is late afternoon and I am sitting in the social work office as participants 
shuffle through the main hallway outside the door, quick and eager to engage 
in the next scheduled activity. I am joined by participant Richard Kevorkian, 
Circle Center’s resident artist with an unparalleled sense of humor and a knack 
for the vivid hues of colored pencils. As the outer voices continue to settle into 
individual dayrooms, I follow Richard’s enigmatic gaze to a painting mounted on 
the wall. Juxtaposed against yellow sticky notes and file folders, the illustration 
portrays rich pigments of blue, green, and red reminiscent of a moving stream 
and a reminder of Richard’s passion for the creative arts. “I did that,” he notions 
with critical revelation, signaling the motions of a river with his own two hands 
and laughing wholeheartedly in reflection. 

Born in Detroit, Michigan to an immigrant father - a survivor of Armenian 
genocide, and an Iowan mother of Armenian descent, Richard relocated to 
the compelling grips of Richmond, Virginia as a young boy. With captivating 
stride and an artistic spirit, Richard later received a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in painting along with a minor in art history and printmaking from Virginia 
Commonwealth University (VCU) in 1961 at the age of 23. Continuing his 
education, Richard went on to receive a Master of Fine Arts in painting from the 
California College of Arts and Crafts in 1962. Beginning as an assistant professor 
for the Department of Painting in Printmaking at VCU, he was soon promoted 
to Chairman of the Painting and Printmaking Department by 1977. Eager to 
cultivate an environment of learning and engagement among art students, 
Richard was accepted as a full-time professor at VCU from 1981 to 1993. Richard 
has accepted various awards, recognition, and grants for his work including a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, Creative Research Grant from the School of the Arts 
at VCU, and a traveling fellowship from the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. His 
professional trajectory is also marked by numerous “visiting artist” partnerships 
around Western Europe including Dublin and Belfast, Ireland; Florence, Italy; 
and Loughborough, England. Richard’s work has been showcased in multiple 
traveling exhibitions throughout the United States and solo exhibits have been 
displayed in notable galleries such as the Anderson Gallery in Richmond, Virginia 
and the Aaron Gallery in Washington, D.C. 

Described as a charismatic and energetic spirit, Richard’s affection for movement 
and life is revealed through long walks in the outdoors and warm mugs of earl 
grey tea. His artistic creation is balanced against an appreciation for books and 
learning fused with his vigor for the tradesman craft of fishing and hunting.  
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CIRCLE OF SUPPORT
Circle Center is so proud to share with you our inaugural Day of Giving – our Circle of Support.  This will be 24 
hours of fundraising to support our Scholarship Program through our Annual Fund.  As most of our readers 
know, Circle Center’s mission is to provide comprehensive and individualized quality care for older adults 
during the day, enabling them to live at home and providing assurance and respite for family caregivers. 
We envision a community where all older adults and their families have the support and resources to live 
together with purpose and dignity.  In order to achieve our mission and vision we offer a Needs Based 
Scholarship Program for those participants who may need to attend our Center for more days than they 
can afford.  Our Scholarship Program has been critical to our mission for over 40 years, allowing us to 
serve families who otherwise may not have access to our quality care.  Our Program is partially funded by 
individuals in our community who see the benefit of the services we provide and we need your help!  Please 
consider joining us on May 16th to help our Circle of Support. No gift is too small and every penny counts.   

SPRING FLING - OPEN HOUSE
Circle Center is excited to open its doors and invite participants, their families and the community for a Spring 
Fling Open House celebration! Mark your calendars for Wednesday, May 16, 2018, from 3:00pm to 6:00pm. 

Join us for a chat with our participants, view our artwork, musical entertainment 
and witness some of the many activities that occur throughout the day. Light 
refreshments and tours will be available. Please RSVP by May 4th by calling 804-
355-5717 or emailing Lisa at lpacelli@circlecenterva.org. We’ll see you there!

In addition to our Spring Fling and our Circle of Support, Circle Center is 
celebrating our 42nd anniversary in the month of May.  May 1, 1976 we opened 
our doors and have steadily increased our services and our census every 
year. We started out with 6 participants and now enjoy caring for over 100 
participants per day.  May is the perfect month for our Open House and our 
Circle of Support Day of Giving.  May is the month of blooming and Circle Center 
is too! Hope to see you at the Center May 16.

A DAY IN THE LIFE CONTINUED...
Enjoying solitude in his 600-square foot personal studio, Richard’s wife, Salpy 
Kevorkian, recalls the limitless hours spent in his “sacred place” where creative 
vision is manifested into reality. 

In late 2010, Richard was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. As retired 
professor emeritus of Virginia Commonwealth University and renowned 
Richmond artist and mastermind, Richard is seen throughout the corridors 
offering a curious and lighthearted presence to daily happenings despite the 
progression of aphasia, limiting the quality of verbal expression. Amid the caring and dedicated staff, Circle 
Center provides Richard with socialization and activity along with much needed respite for his caregiver 
and wife, Salpy. Surrounded by an array of art supplies, he is often found on the sunporch soaking in 
the sunlight among his friends. While the subtleties of life and routine have a way of shape shifting and 
evolving throughout a life span, the appreciation for art, vibrancy, and visionary expression remain a 
constant for Richard here at Circle Center, where among friends he flourishes and makes every day shine 
more brightly.  
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Dear Circle Center Friends,

With the bloom of spring now 
finally in full swing, Circle Center 
will welcome it with our very first 
annual day of giving to take place 

May 16th, entitled “Circle of Support”.  Every gift made 
to the Center that day will be used to fund our Needs 
Based Scholarship Program.  This program ensures 
that many of our participants who can’t afford to pay 
for one or more days per week of needed services, are 
able to receive assistance regardless of their ability to 
pay.  We also use scholarship dollars to bridge the gap 
between what Medicaid reimburses and the actual cost 
of care.  Every dollar makes a difference in the life of a 
participant so please know that there is no such thing 
as a small gift. Look for emails and facebook posts with 
more information. If you would like to join our email 
list for news and events, please email marketing@
circlecenterva.org. 
 We have been busy behind the scenes over the 
long winter and have recently rolled out a brand new 
website! Please check us out at www.circlecenterva.org 
and let us know what you think. It’s more streamlined, 
and easier to use while still providing you with all 
you need to learn more about our Center.  We have 
also begun using a new EMR (electronic medical 
record) software to enable us to more efficiently track 
each participant’s medical information and activities 
throughout the day. This new software is application-
based, user friendly, and allows our team to document 
in real time. 
 Please be on the lookout for construction to 
begin on the expansion of our reception area over the 
summer! When we moved here 9 years ago the current 
reception space was adequate to accommodate the 
flow of families, drivers, and participants, but due to our 
growth in recent years that space is causing a bit of a 
squeeze for the number of people accessing the area. 
With a generous grant from Henrico County we will be 
renovating our reception area in order to better serve 
our families and those who transport our participants. 
Stay tuned for more information on the start of our 
project.
 I sincerely wish for all of you to embrace the 
beautiful weather, spend quality time outdoors and live 
each day with a grateful heart! Happy Spring!

 

Amy C. Bodman, CEO

MESSAGE 
FROM AMY

WELCOME 
OUR NEW STAFF
Jena Lahocki, RN
Assistant Director of 
Nursing
Email: jlahocki@circlecen-
terva.org.
Jenna joined the staff at 
Circle Center in Novem-
ber 2017. She started 
her career in the med-
ical field as a volunteer 
certified EMT and then went on to graduate 
from nursing school and receive her LPN 
license. She worked for two-and-a-half years 
for general practitioners at a primary care/
immediate care office. She returned to school 
and graduated in 2012 as a Registered Nurse.

She has a fun-loving three-year-old daughter 
who keeps her on her toes daily. Jena enjoys 
spending time with family and friends.

Stephanie Beverly, 
CTRS joined our pro-
fessional team in April. 
She is originally from 
small town King George, 
Virginia where her family 
raised her with a lot of 
love. Stephanie gradu-
ated from Old Domin-
ion University in 2016 
(Go Monarchs!) with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Recreation Therapy and shortly after became 
a Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist. 
She has volunteered her time with differ-
ent diagnostic groups, but has always had a 
special place in her heart for seniors. She is 
so excited to share her expertise with us here 
at Circle Center. In her free time, she enjoys 
being with her family, trying new restaurants, 
and going on road trips.
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CIRCLE CENTER HAS A NEW WEBSITE!
After several months of hard work, Circle Center is proud to display our new website. Please visit us at www.
circlecenterva.org and have a look around.  We have streamlined much of our information into a few tabs 
at the top of the website. All the important information you may need is still there, just much easier to find! 
For those not part of our Circle Center family yet but are interested in joining, please go to “Admissions” 
and choose “Forms” to peruse the necessary admission forms and get a jump on the registration process.  
Coming soon will be a family portal for existing participant families to login and pay their invoices. Please 
check out our staff page under “About” and put a face to a name! All of our CNA’s are listed here for you 
to easily identify someone your loved one may speak about.  Under our “Services” tab click on “Activities” 
to read about some of the services we offer.  Check out our “News and Resources” tab for the latest 
information on what’s happening around our Center and as always, please visit our “Ways to Help” tab for 
ways you can help our Center. As a small non-profit we are always in need of monetary contributions to 
put toward our Needs Based Scholarship Program, but we  also are often in need of paper products such as 
tissues and paper towels and most need all different types of arts and craft supplies.  See our website under 
“Ways to Give” for a complete listing of items we use.  Lastly, please note that our email extension has also 
changed to @circlecenterva.org.  To contact any staff member please go to our “About” tab and look for 
their “contact” link in our staff section.     

INTERGENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS
On Wednesday, April 1st, we welcomed for the first time, the children of St. James’s 
Episcopal Church Childcare Center into the halls of Circle Center. As one of our five 
founding organizations, St. James’s has partnered with Circle Center since our inception 
in 1976. Today, it will help bring meaningful connections between sprouting youth 
and older adults. Envisioned and shaped as part of our most recent strategic plan, the 
partnership highlights the incorporation of intergenerational programing. Our plan is 
to construct opportunities for quality time to be shared between the pre-school class 
(4 year olds) and a consistent group of Circle Center participants.  Using the creativity 
and talent of our activity and dietary staff, we intend to create a collaboration of ideas 
and activity for all to enjoy.  Actively sharing talents and resources while cultivating 
genuine support among individuals across a lifespan, intergenerational strategies have gained significant 
attention in the field of child development and gerontology.1 Researchers highlight the benefits garnered 
for young children, older adults, and the community. Building empathy and understanding for older adults, 
children are acquainted with life cycle changes while abandoning common misperceptions and stereotypic 
identifications regarding older adults.1 Through intergenerational activities, older adults experience 
enhanced productivity and engagement through stimulated learning and increased emotional support.1  

Learning from one another, the cross-generational activities at 
Circle Center will reconvene every two weeks, aiming to engender 
increased reciprocity and interconnectivity amid our participants and 
the youth of St. James’s!

For more information on how you can help support our 
intergenerational program, please contact Mary Branzelle, Program 
Director, at mbranzelle@circlecenterva.org.

_____________________________
1DeVore, S., Winchell, B., & Rowe, J. M. (2016). Intergenerational programming for young 
children and older adults: An overview of needs, approaches, and outcomes in the United States. 
Childhood Education, 92(3), 216-225. 



CIRCLE CENTER IN ACTION
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OUR VISION

A community where all older adults and their families have the support and resources to live 
together with purpose and dignity.

OUR MISSION

To provide comprehensive and individualized quality care for older adults during the day, 
enabling them to live at home and providing assurance and respite for family caregivers.

HOW TO HELP – GIVE YOUR TIME, 
YOUR TALENT, YOUR TREASURE

	

	 • Volunteer – work with participants on art projects, help with meals, read, play 
  games, assist staff, care for plants.  Share your time.

 • Play an instrument?  Belong to a choir? Enjoy working with computers?  
  Share your talent.

 • Support Circle Center with a monetary donation, a pledge, a planned gift, or 
  sponsor a drive for paper products, craft supplies, office materials.  
  Share your treasure.

“ What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide 
what kind of difference you want to make.”  -  Jane Goodal

CELEBRATING HELPING OLDER ADULTS LIVE 
WITH DIGNITY AND PURPOSE SINCE 1976

FOUNDING CHURCHES
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart

First English Lutheran

Grace Covenant Presbyterian

St. James’s Episcopal

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday – Friday
7:30 AM to 5:30 PM

Saturday 
9 AM to 5 PM

For more information, please call 
(804) 355-5717 or visit our website 
at www.circlecenterva.org
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CELEBRATE WITH US!


